
The first-ever Drukpa Council 
will be held in Kathmandu on 
April 6th-15th 2009
His Holiness the 12th Gyalwang Drukpa, su-
preme head of the Drukpa Lineage of Tibetan 
Buddhism, grants for the first time in history an 
invitation to this unique meeting. This will be-
come an annual meeting, known as The Annual 
Drukpa Council (ADC), and will serve as a plat-
form for teachers and followers of the Drukpa 
Lineage and also for those who are interested 
in an authentic spiritual practice. 
The aim of the council is to promote the te-
achings and exchange spiritual wisdom and experience as well as meditative prac-
tice and rituals. Rinpoches (reincarnated masters or tulkus) both young and senior, 
abbots and professors, all belonging to the Drukpa Lineage, who come from Ladakh 
to Bhutan (the traditional areas of that lineage), as well as Western Drukpa teachers 
such as the renowned Jetsünma Tenzin Palmo, will give Buddhist teachings including 
lectures about the history and spread of the Drukpa tradition.

Aims and Program of ADC
The ADC will serve as a forum to exchange views and experiences to inspire those 
interested in or practicing a spiritual life, by conveying the deep and always fresh wis-
dom of Lord Buddha‘s teachings, as practiced for over 800 years in the Drukpa Tradi-
tion. Furthermore the connection between practitioners and groups of the worldwide 
Drukpa Sanghas will be supported and strengthened by the ADC for these modern 
times where the influence of information and media flow fast and strong.
The ADC will incorporate traditional rituals and practices, including an ongoing 10 
day grand Chakrasamvara ritual (Drubchen) which will be conducted by senior mon-
ks of the monastic body of  Bhutan - where the Drukpa Lineage has been the state 
religion since the 16th century. H.H. Gyalwang Drukpa will grant the initiation of a 
Chod (cutting through) practice, which is particular to this lineage, known as „Senge 
Tsewa“. There will also be discussions and exchanges on topics that cover the practi-
cal benefit of spirituality in a fast changing world.
LIVE TO LOVE, a project brought to life by His Holiness the 12th Gyalwang Drukpa 
will be one of the main focuses of this first ADC. Live to Love means to practice love 
and compassion beyond faith or belief through engaging in actively helping and 
connecting to those in need - both humans and animals - as well as caring for our 
environment. Every third Sunday of the month people are encouraged to meet in 
groups all over the world to practice LIVE TO LOVE thus serving and furthering the 
spiritual ideals of the Drukpa Lineage and developing their vitality according to the 
circumstances and needs of the ever changing world. For further information please 
contact: www.drukpa-council.org, www.drukpacouncil.org, www.drukpa.org (home-
page personally edited by His Holiness Gyalwang Drukpa), www.l2love.org

The Drukpa Lineage and their 
supreme heads, the Gyalwang Drukpas
The Drukpa Lineage stems from the Indian Mahasiddhas Ti-
lopa and Naropa and the Tibetan masters Marpa, Milarepa 
and Gampopa, an unbroken lineage of masters and their ad-
epts until today. The successive Gyalwang Drukpas are the 
incarnation of Naropa (1016-1100), whose tantric bone or-
naments are held by the successive Gyalwang Drukpas and 
are worn to enable devotees to accumulate merit.  The last 
occasion that they were worn was in Ladakh in 2004 where 
100,000 devotees came to receive the blessings. 
The successive Gyalwang Drukpas are also the emanation 
of Chenrezig, the Buddha of compassion and for more than 
800 years the Drukpa Lineage has been famed in Tibet for its 
purity and ascetic yogic practice and conduct of life.  ‘Half 
of the people are Drukpas, half of them are Yogis, half of 
them are realized’ was a well known proverb in the days of 
the 4th Gyalwang Drukpa, the ‘all knowing’ Pema Karpo 
(1527-1592).  Drukpa Künleg, disciple of the 2nd Gyalwang 
Drukpa, is famed all over the Himalayas and especially in 
Bhutan as the ‘Divine Madman’ who transferred his wis-
dom in a down-to- earth and straight forward way to people 
from all walks of life, and is therefore admired and kept in 
their hearts until today. It is a great fortune that the Drukpa 
Lineage spread to those areas of the Himalayan range 
outside Tibet.  Ladakh, Bhutan, Lahaul and Kinnaur 
are the traditional places where the Drukpa Li-
neage thrived and these regions have kept 
their cultural identity and religious 
independence, despite the political 
unrest and changes of the last 50 
years. They are still the places 
where Vajrayana-Buddhism 
of the Drukpa Lineage is au-
thentically practiced today.


